Leura to Katoomba via Dardanelles Pass
With approximately equal parts cliff-walk and
forest track, this track truly shows what the cliff
edges of the Jamison Valley have to offer,
especially at Tarpeian and Fossil Rocks. There is a
beautiful descent into the valley, as well as the
mystique of Leura Forest, and a number of great
spots to take a break along the way. The walk
finishes with an exciting ride to the top of Scenic
World on the world's steepest railway.
Blue Mountains National Park

Length:
6.6 km
Time:
4 hrs
Climb:
697 m
Style:
One way
Rating:
Track: Hard
Where:
1 km S of Leura
Transport: bus car
Visit www.wildwalks.com for more info

Side trips and Alternate routes mentioned in these notes are not included in the tracks overall rating, distance or time estimate. The notes only describe the side
trips and Alternate routes in one direction. Allow extra time for resting and exploring areas of interest. Please ensure you and your group are well prepared
and equipped for all possible hazards and delays. The authors, staff and owners of wildwalks take care in preparing these notes but will not accept
responsibility for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained by using these notes or maps. Please take care and share your experience through the website.
GPS for start the start of this walk:-33.7254,150.3319 & for the end:-33.7286,150.301

Paddy Pallin - Will your feet be happy? www.paddypallin.com.au
Will your feet be happy?
Come into Paddy Pallin for an expert boot fitting and we'll use 80 years of bushwalking experience to help
you make the most of your experience.
Mention this ad and get a free Paddy Pallin club membership entitling you to 10% off plus other exclusive
benefits.
Corner of Olympian Parade and Lone Pine Ave to Int of Prince Henry Cliff Walk and Gordon Falls Lookout Track
0km 1 mins
(From S) From the corner of Olympian Pde and Lone Pine Ave, this walk heads south through the park and, at the
information sign, connects to a small bush track. Heading down just a few steps, the track comes to an intersection with
a bush track.
Int of Prince Henry Cliff Walk and Gordon Falls Lookout Track to Gordon Falls Lookout 0.1km 3 mins Optional
Side Trip:
(From 0.04 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the hardened dirt path winding down towards
the cliffs, dropping down a few sets of wooden steps and one steep metal staircase as it winds down through the bush to
the cliffs edge at the Gordon Falls Lookout.
(Retrace your steps back to the main track, then turn left to continue along this walk.)
Gordon Falls Lookout
Gordon Falls Lookout is a fenced lookout near the end of Lone Pine Rd, Leura. As the name suggests, there is a good
view of Gordon Falls to the left. There is also a wonderful view along the escarpment to Sublime Point. The lookout is
right at the edge of the cliff and also has a great view across the Jamison Valley, out to Mount Solitary. Narrow Neck and
the 'back' of the Three Sisters are visible on the right-hand side.
Int of Prince Henry Cliff Walk and Gordon Falls Lookout Track to Elysian Lookout 0.2km 5 mins
(From 0.04 km) Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Prince Henry Cliff Walk' signpost along the bush
track, winding down the hill to the bottom where it continues through the dense bush for a while before passing the 'Blue
Mountains National Park' sign and coming to the intersection of the Elysian Rock Lookout.
Elysian Rock
Elysian Rock is a fenced, small, narrow lookout on a rock buttress. The floor is mostly uneven, natural sandstone and
there is a bench seat with no shade. The lookout is right at the edge of the cliff and gives a great view straight across the
Jamison Valley and out to Mount Solitary. Narrow Neck and the 'back' of the Three Sisters are visible on the right-hand
side, and Sublime Point on the left. The lookout is along the Prince Henry Cliff Walk, just west of a concrete bridge
spanning a chasm and near the end of Elysian Place, Leura.
Elysian Lookout to Olympian Lookout 0.2km 10 mins
(From 0.27 km) Veer left: From the lookout, this walk heads down the concrete steps and across the Buttenshaw Bridge,
passing another fenced lookout, then climbing up the other side and continuing along the bush track that winds around
the edge of the valley until coming to the intersection at the Olympian Rock Lookout.
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Olympian Lookout
Olympian Lookout is a fenced lookout, just off the Prince Henry Cliff Walk, near Olympian Pde in Leura. The lookout is
on a sloped, natural sandstone surface and has some steps cut to help improve access. The lookout is right at the edge
of the cliff and provides a great view across the Jamison Valley, out to Mount Solitary. The 'back' of the Three Sisters,
and also Narrow Neck, are both visible on the right, and Sublime Point on the left.
Olympian Lookout to Int of Prince Henry Cliff Walk Tarpeian Rock Track 0.5km 15 mins
(From 0.5 km) Continue straight: From the lookout, the walk heads down the rock steps, keeping the valley down to the
left. The walk continues down the long set of wooden steps. At the bottom of the stairs, the walk follows the track, which
winds along the side of the hill. The track follows the base of some rock overhangs, and continues through the forest
before climbing up another set of wooden stairs to the signposted intersection with the 'Tarpeian Rock' track.
Int of Prince Henry Cliff Walk Tarpeian Rock Track to Tarpeian Rock 0km 1 mins Optional Side Trip:
(From 1.02 km) Turn left: From the intersection, the walk follows the 'Tarpeian Rock' sign along the bush track, heading
through the dense scrub for a short distance before coming to the Tarpeian Rock lookout.
(Retrace your steps back to the main track, then turn left to continue along this walk.)
Tarpeian Rock
Tarpeian Rock is a great lookout, suspended high on a sandstone buttress, with circular patterns under foot. The view
from the lookout extends from Kings Tableland on the left, to the 'back' of the Three Sisters and into Jamison Valley on
the right. There are also great views across to Mount Solitary, Narrow Neck Plateau and the Ruined Castle. The name is
derived from the Roman 'Tarpeian Rock', a steep cliff rocky point overlooking the Roman forum that was used as a place
to execute people. Thankfully, this Tarpeian Rock has a much more peaceful feel about it. More info
Int of Prince Henry Cliff Walk and Tarpeian Rock Track to The Rock 0.2km 5 mins
(From 1.02 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Leura Cascades' signpost down the rocky
hill and through the dense forest until coming to the signposted intersection with the Bridal Veil lookout track.
Turn right: From the intersection, the track follows the Leura Cascades sign down the long rocky hill until it flattens out
and continues under a large rock overhang to 'The Rock' lookout.
The Rock
The Rock is a small, partially-fenced lookout, about 10 metres from the Prince Henry Cliff Walk near Bridal Veil Falls.
The old timber fence only partially covers the cliff line and the walk to the lookout can be slippery. The view from the
lookout includes close-up views of the crowns of several trees. There is no view of Bridal Veil Falls, but the view does
extend across to the cliffs at Bridal View Lookout.
The Rock to Leura Cascades 0.5km 5 mins
(From 1.24 km) Turn right: From the lookout, this walk follows the bush track, winding around the side of the valley down
to the left for a short while before coming to the intersection of the short bush track heading up to Cliff Drive.
Veer left: From the intersection, the walk follows the bush track winding around the side of the hill, keeping the valley
down to the left as it winds along to the intersection of the Cliff Drive track.
Continue straight: Keeping the valley down the hill to the left, this walk follows the bush track heading around the side of
the hill, steadily winding down the gentle slope to the top of a short set of wooden steps. The walk then follows the stairs
down to the signposted intersection with the 'Leura Cascades' track, just before the footbridge.
Turn sharp left: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Leura Cascades' sign down the steps, keeping the handrail
and creek to the right. After a short while, the walk heads along a timber platform and down some stairs to a rock
platform, with great views of some cascades.
From these cascades, the walk heads down more stairs, coming to an intersection just before two bridges, with great
views of Leura Cascades.
Leura Cascades
Leura Cascades is a lovely set of waterfalls with some bridges just below, allowing walkers to get up close to the creek.
The area has a nice feel about it and is quite cool in summer. Much of the track near the cascades has handrails and the
bridges are fenced. Allow some time to enjoy life among the cascades and fern trees in this valley. One bridge leads to a
sandstone cave next to the pool and falls, a great place to enjoy the small section of canyon.
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Leura Cascades to Int of Leura Cascades Round Walk and Fern Bower Track 0.1km 5 mins
(From 1.77 km) Continue straight: From the bottom of Leura Cascades, this walk crosses the bridge (furthest from the
falls), heads down the steps and comes to a fenced (unsignposted) lookout at the top of Bridal Veil Falls.
From the lookout, the walk heads up the steep steps. The steps wind up the hill passing a cave with an old bench seat,
then up the metal stairs to the fenced (unsignposted) round walk lookout with views down on Bridal Veil Falls.
Continue straight: From the lookout, the walk heads up the metal staircases then along the fenced cliff ledge, with more
great valley views. Soon the track heads down a few steps to come to a a four-way intersection, with a sign pointing back
to 'Leura Cascades' (and the short left-hand track leading to a fenced (unnamed) lookout.
Int of Leura Cascades Round Walk and Fern Bower Track to Int of Prince Henry Cliff Walk and Bridal Veil
Lookout Track 0.3km 5 mins
(From 1.87 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Round Walk - Echo Point' sign along the
track up the hill (with rock wall initially on the right). The track winds up the hill using the steps and, after passing a large
gum, the track become less steep. Soon the track leads to an intersection with the signposted 'Prince Henry Cliff Walk'.
Veer left: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Echo Point' sign along the 'Prince Henrey Walk', winding around
the side of the hill, passing two picnic seats under a rock overhang and continuing up the side of the hill. The walk climbs
up the steep slope via metal and wooden steps, until it flattens out at a fenced boardwalk, which it crosses, continuing up
another metal staircase to a bush track, which it follows around the side of the hill to the signposted intersection of the
Bridal Veil Lookout track.
Int of Prince Henry Cliff Walk and Bridal Veil Lookout Track to Bridal Veil Lookout 0km 1 mins Optional Side Trip
:
(From 2.17 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, the walk follows the 'Bridal Veil Lookout' sign along the bush
track, heading down the gentle hill through the bush. The walk steps up onto a rock shelf, following it for a short distance
before coming to the signposted 'Bridal Veil Lookout'.
(Retrace your steps back to the main track, then turn left to continue along this walk.)
Bridal Veil Lookout
Bridal Veil Lookout provides a great views over Leura Forest and the Jamison Valley. Mount Solitary stands proudly in
the distance. In keeping with its name, there are views of Bridal Veil Falls to the east. There is a small bench seat, but no
shade.
Int of Prince Henry Cliff Walk and Bridal Veil Lookout Track to Fossil Rock 0.1km 1 mins
(From 2.17 km) Turn right: From the intersection, the walk follows the track, keeping the cliffs and the valley down to the
left, soon coming to the signposted 'Copelands Lookout'.
Veer right: From the intersection, the walk follows the bush track heading up the hill, keeping the cliffs and the valley
down the hill to the left as it winds up to the Fossil Rock Lookout.
Fossil Rock
Fossil Rock is a fenced lookout along Prince Henry Cliff Walk, near Katoomba. The lookout is close to Cliff Drive and
gives great views along the Jamison Valley and over Mount Solitary, and along the far end of Kings Tableland. The
sandstone floor of the lookout is mostly natural and has a few steps cut in it. The rock provides some natural sculptures
to enjoy.
Fossil Rock to Int of Cliff Drive and Prince Henry Cliff Walk 0.1km 2 mins
(From 2.22 km) Turn right: From Fossil Rock Lookout, the walk heads towards the short set of wooden steps that it
climbs up the hill to the intersection of Cliff Drive.
Turn left: From the intersection, this walk follows Cliff Drive up the gentle hill, passing the picnic seat at the point and
heading around the left-hand side of the restaurant to the signposted intersection of 'Prince Henry Cliff Walk'.
Solitary Kiosk and Restaurant
Solitary Restaurant offers fine dining in a heritage-listed building overlooking the beautiful Jamison Valley, as well as
housing a kiosk for a more casual lunch. The kiosk is open for lunch 7 days a week, from 10am to 4pm (opens 11am
weekdays in winter). The kiosk provides a casual dinning experience, with breakfast foods from $10 and lunches around
$15 per dish. The restaurant is open for lunch 7 days from 12-4.30pm, and dinner on Fridays and Saturdays from 6pm.
Light lunches start from $14, and dinners from $55 for a mouth-watering 2 course meal. Contact details - 90 Cliff Drive,
Leura Falls Ph: 02 4782 1164. More info
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Int of Cliff Drive and Prince Henry Cliff Walk to Fern Bower 0.2km 5 mins
(From 2.3 km) Veer left: From Cliff Drive, opposite the car park behind Solitary Restaurant, this walk follows the 'Prince
Henry Cliff Walk to Federal Pass' sign, down the short set of wooden steps to the intersection with the Echo Tree
Lookout track.
Turn right: From the intersection, the walk heads along the bush track, away from the Echo Tree Lookout, winding along
the well-defined bush track for a short while before coming to the signposted intersection of the track to Leura Forest.
Turn left: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Leura Forest' sign along the bush track, winding down the hill for a
short while before dropping down a set of wooden steps, to the signposted intersection with the 'Jamieson Lookout'
track.
Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the dirt path, heading down the long set of wooden and rocky
steps. The walk winds down past a picnic chair under a cliff overhang, and continues down the steps into the valley and
through the forest to the Fern Bower information sign.
Fern Bower
Fern Bower is an especially pleasant part of the Blue Mountains National Park, protected from heat and providing a
great environment for fern trees, bracken ferns and moss to thrive. Fern Bower is a signposted area along the Federal
Pass walking track, just below Jamieson Lookout and next to Linda Creek. This is a nice place to stop, rest and enjoy the
bird noises.
Fern Bower to Lila falls crossing 0.3km 10 mins
(From 2.53 km) Continue straight: From the information sign, the walk follows the track down the steps, passing a 'Rich
History' information sign before coming down to the signposted intersection with the Amphitheatre track, at the top of a
metal staircase.
Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Federal Pass Leura Forest' sign down the long metal staircase, to
cross the bridge over Linda Creek in front of Lila Falls.
Lila Falls
Lila Falls is a thin waterfall on Linda Creek. The Federal Pass crosses the creek (on a bridge) in front of these falls, just
below the intersection with the amphitheatre. The waterfall is not the most spectacular one in this valley, but it is a nice
cool spot to catch your breath.
Lila Falls crossing to Marguerite Cascades 0.2km 10 mins
(From 2.87 km) Continue straight: From the Lila Falls, this walk follows the track heading down the hill, winding down a
wooden walkway keeping the creek to the left. The track hugs the rock wall and passes under a shallow overhang. The
walk continues down a staircase, then turns back down into the gully where it come to the taller and slender Linda Falls.
After passing Linda Falls the walk follows the wooden steps down through the gulley, crossing the creek again before
heading down to the Marguerite Cascades.
Marguerite Cascades
Marguerite Cascades are a series of small cascades finishing with a taller waterfall of a few metres height, dropping into
a shallow sandy pool. The cascades are on Linda Creek and a small bridge crosses the creek at the base of the falls as
part of the Federal Pass walking track. The cascades are a nice place to sit and listen to the water running and the local
birds in this cool shady area.
Marguerite Cascades to Leura Forest 0.3km 10 mins
(From 3.04 km) Continue straight: From the 'Marguerite Cascades', this walk follows the timber steps downhill, winding
steeply for a short while until coming to an intersection with a faint track, marked with a timber 'Federal Pass' sign, just
beside a foot bridge.
Veer right: From the intersection, this walk crosses Linda Creek just below a pleasant cascade using the foot bridge with
a handrail. This walk then continues along the bush track that winds along the valley floor, to the signposted 'Leura
Forest'. From here, the walk continues along the wide bush track, passing a few picnic tables, and winding through the
forest to an open area with a large gazebo and an information sign at the intersection of the Federal Pass and the
Dardenelles tracks.
Leura Forest
Leura Forest is a great picnic area in the Jamison Valley at the junction of the Federal Pass and Dardenelles Tracks.
This place was home to a popular tea house (also known as 'Lady Carrington Dining Hall') from the late 1800's. Today
walkers can still enjoy the historic rotunda and the foundations of the original tea house. The picnic area provides a great
rest spot under the shade of the lilli pilli and coachwood forest.
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Leura Forest (Int of Federal Pass and Dardenelles Tracks) to Int of Federal Pass, Scenic Railway and
Dardenelles Tracks 1.2km 35 mins
(From 3.37 km) Turn right: From the pergola at Leura Forest, this walk follows the 'Dardenelles Track' sign (the sign is
up the hill behind the pergola) which heads up the stairs towards the cliff face, before turning left behind Leura Forest.
The walk then leaves the shade of the forest, along a track with many fallen logs, until coming to the base of the Giant
Staircase (signposted).
Continue straight: From the bottom of the Giant Staircase, the walk follows the 'Scenic Railway' sign, keeping the main
cliff to the right. The track continues with some great views over the Valley, and at several points, there are small seats
to enjoy these fine views. The track then comes to a well-signposted intersection, with signs pointing along the 'Federal
Pass Track' and 'Dardanelles Pass'.
Int of Federal Pass, Scenic Railway and Dardenelles Tracks to Scenic Railway (Bottom Platform) 2.1km 55 mins
(From 4.53 km) Turn right: From the intersection, the walk follows the 'Federal Pass' sign towards 'Scenic Railway',
keeping the main cliffs on the right. Not long after the intersection, the track passes 'under the sisters' rock formation
(signposted). From here, the track turns and continues along a relatively stretch and, at several points, passes some
notable rock formations and caves embedded in the cliffs. There are occasional good views that are not shrouded by the
trees. The walk continues until coming to the base of Katoomba Falls, crossing these using a metal bridge know as
'Cooks Crossing'. (Just across the bridge, there is a picnic table.)
Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk heads south-west away from Katoomba Falls along the bush track,
soon passing the signposted 'Turpentine Tree'. Shortly after this tree, the track comes to an intersection with another
bush track and set of stairs (on the right, signposted as 'Furber Steps').
Continue straight: From the bottom of Furber Steps, this walk follows the 'To base of scenic railway' sign keeping the
handrail on the left, and following the flat bush track. This track passes through a small gate over a metal bridge at the
bottom of the Scenic Railway.
Scenic Railway (Bottom Platform) to Scenic World 0.3km 25 mins
(From 6.59 km) Turn left: From the bottom platform, this walk heads up to the cliff top using the Scenic Railway. Hang
on tight! This 415m-long journey is the world's steepest railway. Use of the railway costs $10 for adults and $5 for
children one-way. Last train normally at 4:45pm (opens at 9am).
Note: The distance and altitude change for this ride is not included in the total for this walk. More info
Scenic World
Scenic World is one of the most renowned tourist attractions of Katoomba and the Blue Mountains. Located on the cliffs
of the Jamison Valley , visitors can enjoy a ride on the Scenic Railway (the world's steepest incline railway) or the Scenic
Cableway, into the Jamison Valley, and explore the Scenic Walkway from the base. Alternatively, the Scenic Skyway
offers a bird's eye view over the valley, with a glass floor to enhance the experience. Scenic World also features a
revolving restaurant, a cafe and a kiosk, in addition to the documentary theatre and souvenir shop. Rides can be
purchased, starting from $16 for adults and $10 for children, and combination or family passes are available. More info

A list of paper topographical maps that cover this walk
Six Foot Track 1:50 000 Map Series
Katoomba 1:25 000 Map Series
Katoomba 1:100 000 Map Series

Nearby outdoor and camping stores
Paddy Pallin 166 Katoomba St Katoomba (02) 4782 4466
Summit Gear 80- Bathurst Rd Katoomba (02) 4782 3018
Summit Gear 11 Ross St Glenbrook (02) 4739 4373
Boots Great Outdoors Shop 25 Home Centre Wolseley St Penrith (02) 4733 5744
Kangaroo Tent City Cnr Mulgoa & Blaikie Rds Penrith (02) 4733 4111
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Map Scale 1 km

Base map is used under licence and is (c) Department of lands Panorama Avenue Bathurst 2795 www.lands.nsw.gov.au
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